
   

 

Pastor’s Perspective  
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As many of you know, my 
wife, Donna, and I have 
experienced our share of 
heartaches and setbacks this 
year. God blessed me in the 
month April to have a 
successful triple bypass 
surgery. In the month of May, 
my mother at the age of 86 
went home to be with Jesus 
Christ, and in July Donna's 
father, 77, went home to be 
with the Lord, as well.  

In this life, we know there will 
be challenges and 
celebrations. Many of our 
challenges are experiences 
beyond our control. I am 
reminded what the apostle 
Paul said in Romans 8:35 
"Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? Shall 
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Does God Really Care About My Money? 
As we reported in our last newsletter, 5 people from Christ’s Community Church (CCC) and Urban Community Ministries 
(UCM) went through the Chalmers Center’s Faith and Finances training hosted by Advance Memphis. The training 
builds upon material from When Helping Hurts by Steve Corbett and Brian Fikkert and ties in the concepts that God is 
making everything new (including our finances and relationships), and He has chosen to use our money to accomplish 
His plans in the earth. Everything we have belongs to God, and whatever He blesses us with ultimately is to be used to 
fulfill His will and bring Him glory. The CCC & UCM teams were excited to get back and teach the material to our people.  

We prayed about the way to get the best response from our people and decided the captive audience during the CCC 
Sunday school hour would be a good fit for us. To ensure we gave the material the time needed we extended the time 
by 30 minutes.  From February through May, we had the students tracking their spending, role-playing the characters in 
the book, and setting goals for spending and saving. We could see “the light bulb” go off in some as they genuinely 
began to understand the concept of stewardship as it related to God’s divine plan for their lives.  

We started the class with 21 students. Of the 21, 12 successfully completed the training and received certificates along 
with other documentation they could take to Bank on Memphis partnering banks. Bank on Memphis is a public-private 
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tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword?" 
In all that we have experienced 
this year, we have not 
questioned Jesus' love for us. 
As a matter of fact, we 
celebrate Jesus because we 
will be with my mother again, 
and we will also see Donna's 
father again.  

Reflection: 

There is a lesson to be learned 
with every event we experience 
in our life. As I was 
recuperating from my bypass 
surgery, I looked back on my 
life and wondered what was 
God teaching me in my illness. 
Well, something I already knew 
was reinforced, - the God we 
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serve is faithful. If I preach and 
teach that God is a healer, then 
I must receive his healing power 
upon my life. If there is no test, 
there is no testimony. I was 
raised by God's grace to serve. 
And serve I am committed to do 
.I was able to go on a planned 
mission trip to Brazil for the 
fourth time to share the love of 
Christ with people who had not 
even heard the name of Jesus 
Christ.  

We as believers in only get one 
chance in this life to make a 
difference. I pray we all think 
about the legacy we are going 
to leave. As the scripture says, 
"let us work while its day 
because when night comes no 
man can work.” God bless!!! 
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Prayer Request:  
1. To expand our outreach in the community 

we are in need of people who have our 
vision and heart. Please pray: 

a. That we are able to hire an 
outreach/educational specialist to 
increase our influence in the schools 
and with the families we serve.  

b. That individuals and families will see 
the need to come alongside and 
volunteer/mentor teens, moms, men, 
and families in the church and 
community. 

c. That God will send to our church body 
faithful, mature, dedicated servants  
(regardless of race, socio-economic 
status, education, or skill) who have a 
heart to see our city transformed by 
the love that only Christ can bring.   

d. That God would provide tutors for our 
afterschool program.  

e. That God would send keyboardist, 
other musicians, AV, and website 
people for our worship service and 
outreach in the community. 

f. That God would continue to provide 
the resources we need to maintain our 
programs:  

1) After School/Tutoring 

2) Summer Safe Haven 

3) Thrift Store 

4) Back-to-School Rally 

5) Operation Christmas Child  

6) Community Thanksgiving Meal 

7) Community Christmas Baskets   

2. Pray that God will continue to bless the 
Walker Family. 

If you’d like to reach Lemar or Donna, please 
contact us @ (901) 577-0707 or via email @ 
administrator@christschurchmemphis.com. 
We’d love to hear from you or have you visit. 

 

After School - God has allowed 
Urban Community Ministries to end 
our After School Program 
successfully this past May. We are 
excited to see what the Lord is 
going to do this fall.  

Thrift Store - With donations from 
CCC members, the New York Suite 
Exchange, and various other 
churches like First Evangelical & 
Morning Chapel, we have managed 
to amass a large amount of 
donations for the community. Again 
this year we have had help from 
the some of the youth from First 
Evangelical Church who helped 
organize our storage and the intake 
of our donations. We are grateful 
for all of the love and support. We 
solicit your prayers toward the 
continued success of this 
endeavor.  

 

Want more information; check us out at 
www.christschurchmemphis.com. 

Does God really care about my 
money cont’d. 

Pictured are 10 of the 12 graduates of the CCC/UCM’s first Faith & Finance class 
along with Pastor Walker and instructors, Anthony & Sonita Cummings.  
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partnership between the City of Memphis, Shelby County government, 
financial institutions, and nonprofits to encourage the unbanked to establish 
an account at a mainstream financial institution. So often those in our inner 
city communities are preyed upon by payday, tote the note, and title loan 
companies. Quite frequently they don’t have checking or savings accounts 
which makes them have to go places to pay a fee to cash their checks. 
Having cash in your hand means you are less likely to track your spending 
and less aware of where it went when it is gone.   

At the end of the class we had the following comments from students: “This 
is challenging me to trust and have more faith in God.”  “This has helped me 
see the difference between a want and a need.” “I need to stay on my 
weekly budget schedule and save an emergency fund.” 

This training fits well with the vision of our ministries. We want to do what we 
can to help individuals understand that God truly loves them and wants the 
best for them, but we have to understand if some of the things we do are 
helping or hurting us and keeping us from the best that God has for us. We 
sometimes tell people - God gave you two precious gifts 1) your life and 2) 
your new life that was bought for you when God gave and sacrificed His one 
of a kind Son, Jesus Christ. Your gift back to God is what you do with them.  

Yes, God cares about your money and every other aspect of your life. 
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Summer Safe Haven  
 

Abroad… 
Once again, Pastor Lemar went with five other 
pastors (Kelvin Bowen, Brian Carmichael, 
Leon Jones, Bartholomew Orr, and 
Mondonico Williams) to northern Brazil to 
share the Gospel with the Quilombolas, the 
unreached people group descendants of 
African- Brazilian slaves. Most of the 
Quilombolas live in extreme poverty with 
little access to healthcare and basic amenities. 
Voodoo and witchcraft are very prevalent 
there. The team worked in the schools and 
villages during the day and spoke at the 
churches each evening. Next year they are 
planning to have two teams go throughout the 
year. These teams will be open to all (not just 
pastors) who feel called to go. Even in the 
Northern Hemisphere you may encounter 
people who have never heard the name of 
Jesus Christ as they did on this trip. Please 
pray for this group and others in the world 
who have been without Christ and who are 
now being persecuted for standing for Christ. 
May we never forget how blessed we are.  

At Home… 

The UCM Thrift Store is doing well with 
donations from Blues City Thrift, the New 
York Suit Exchange, and individuals who see 
the value in what we are doing.  
 

This summer a team of young people from 
First Evangelical Church came here for a week 
to complete their summer mission. They 
organized the Urban Community Thrift store, 
built a shed to house our lawn equipment, 
painted, landscaped, and did other yard work. 
 

The men from Morning Chapel MBC helped 
with supplies, food, & the Word to make our 
Back to School Rally a success.  
 

Under UCM, Donna Walker, is continuing to 
provide educational and occupational 
assessments as a Certified Career Direct 
Consultant with Crown Ministries. Contact 
her at ruwalking@yahoo.com or at (901) 577-
0929 to see how this can help guide your high 
schooler or your career change.  
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CCC & UCM had planned to take 
about 30 children to Kids Across 
America Kamp in Branson, Mo., but 
a lack of participation from the 
parents and low funding kept that 
from happening this summer. In 
hindsight, it feels like this was all in 
God’s plan. Through the Summer 
Safe Haven program we were able 
to impact the lives of our young 
people in a way that we never could 
at camp. This summer we had the 
privilege of having 39 children 
enrolled in our program. We could 
have had so many more, but our 
limited staff and transportation 
prohibited us from taking in more. 
Monday through Friday, from June 
1 - July 31, our children began at 
noon with computer time, lunch, 
devotion & rules, outside playtime (if 
it was not too hot), educational 
worksheets (math/English), game 
time (Xbox/board games/etc.), 
snack time, choir, and dismissal at 5 
p.m.  Each week the children were 
treated to a field trip (Memphis Zoo, 
Fire Museum, Auction Block & 
Slavehaven, Stax Museum, and two 
pool parties courtesy of ladies from 
First Evangelical church).  

During Summer Safe Haven we 
were able to impact the lives of our 
young people in a way that would 
not have been possible at camp. 
Basic elementary school facts like 
multiplication, reading 
comprehension, and cursive writing 
were covered throughout the 
summer. It was truly a blessing to 
see God work as we labored to help 
those who were struggling begin to 
understand basic educational and 
biblical concepts. We were able to 
speak truth and the Gospel into the 
lives of these young people. The 
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children we were reaching 
were from the neighborhood, 
some of which were 
transitioning from homeless 
situations. They asked 
questions in a way that let us 
know that the devotional 
lessons on God were new 
concepts to them. No one had 
explained to them how special 
they were, how much they 
were loved, and that God had 
a wonderful plan and purpose 
for their lives.  
 
In our Back-to-School Rally on 
August 1st, where we served 
over 300 people we with food, 
the Gospel, and gave away 
school supplies, we had an 
opportunity to reward these 
children with prizes for their 
participation, attendance, and 
conduct.  We were also able to 
showcase them as the 
Summer Safe Haven Choir. 

As we continue this year, it is 
our prayer that God will send 
us the funds to hire someone 
who will be able to be more 
actively involved with the 
children in the school and 
mentoring. We are seeing the 
children from this summer 
come back not just to the after 
school program but to Sunday 
School and Worship Service 
where we can continue to build 
upon the seeds we planted. To 
build godly individuals must be 
intentional and relational, just 
as Jesus did when He made 
His disciples. It is with the 
partnership of those like you 
that we can continue do this in 
a more effective and tangible 
way.     
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CHRIST'S COMMUNITY CHURCH 
www.christschurchmemphis.com   

 
(901) 577-0707 
715 ST Paul Avenue 
Memphis, TN 38126 

Lemar Walker is the Pastor of Christ’s Community Church and Executive Director of Urban Community Ministries. The goal of these 
ministries is to be salt and light, hands and feet in our city and the world, providing the Gospel to strengthen, empower and equip.  

Ministry Offerings 

Sunday Mornings 
 

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Service 10:45 a.m. 

 
Wednesday Night 

 
Prayer/ Bible Study/  

Mid-week Service  6 p.m. 
 

Tues-Thurs. 
 

After School Program  
3 - 5:45 p.m. 

 
Thursday 

 
Free Haircuts w/ TN School 

of Applied Technology  
4:45- 6:45 p.m. 

 

Pictured are 20 of the children enrolled in our Summer Safe Haven program on a trip 
to the Fire Museum. 


